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 Petty Officer  Royal Navy H.M.S. "Swiftsure"  

Age: 33 Date of Death: 18/08/1915  

Service No: 204366  

He died of wounds received in the Dardanelles while being treated in hospital in Malta. His brother Arthur was 

wounded in October of 1915 but made good progress and returned to the Essex  Regiment. However, Arthur 

was subsequently killed in France. He was born at Eastchurch Sheppey Island, Kent on the 4th July 1882. 

Another brother George was killed in France with the Welsh Regiment on the 9th March 1917; while another 

brother , Frank Charles born at Tollesbury 12th June  1897 served in the Royal Navy. 

HMS Swiftsure circa 1915 

HMS Swiftsure. Launched 12th January 1903. 

Served in the Home Fleet until July 1906 where 

HMS Swiftsure joined the Channel Fleet until 

October 1908. She moved to the Mediterranean 

between March 1909 and May 1912, returning to 

the 3rd Fleet at Portsmouth in May. Swiftsure went 

into refit September 1912 to March 1913. After 

refit, she became the flag ship to the East Indies 

Squadron and during August 1914 began Red Sea 

patrols and escorted Indian troop ships to Aden. 

November 1914, HMS Swiftsure became the flag 

ship to the navy forces defending the Suez canal. 

She went to the Dardenelles in March 1915 and took part in the bombardments, staying until after the 

evacuation and returned to Chatham in December 1915 and went into reserve 

SUEZ 1915 

On the 19th January 1915, HMS Swiftsure became the Flagship of a squadron of ships in Lake Timsah on the 

Suez Canal. She was one of a number of the older Battleships, who were considered to slow to operate with the 

Home Fleet and which had been sent to the Mediterranean to provide artillery support to the Army.   

The Turkish Minister of Marine, Djemal Pasha, together with his German Chief of Staff Kress von Kressenstein, 

led an expedition on 14 January 1915 across the Sinai Peninsula from Beersheba - the Turkish Suez 

Expeditionary Force was some 25,000 men. On 2 February, advance elements of the Ottoman Fourth Army 

reached the canal and began the assault, they were met and beaten back by an Indian force, subsequently 

reinforced by Australian infantry. The ship's guns played a significant role in the British victory.  



 

British Battleship in Lake Timsah with decks cleared for action and sand bag barricades fixed up to defend the 

crew from stray shots.  

The Admiralty Library's log cards  for HMS SWIFTSURE's part in the action in the Suez Canal in early 

February 1915 show that her part of the affair was providing what is nowadays called Naval Gunfire Support 

(NGS). On 3rd and 4th February she was bombarding Turkish troops with shrapnel and Lyddite shell; the 

SWIFTSURE had one fatal casualty from enemy return fire, but the casualties she inflicted on the Turkish 

infantry and gunners were of quite another order. Indeed, on the 5th she landed what the Log Cards describe as 

a 'Red Cross party' to seek out Turkish wounded. It is not recorded in the Admiralty Library's log cards  whether 

this party included any Royal Marines.  

DARDANELLES 1915  

 

The Anglo- French fleet in the Dardanelles 

An Anglo-French fleet had been prevented by the Turks from forcing the Dardanelles on the 19th  February 

1915 . A further attempt was made on the  18th March. The fleet this time included HMS Swiftsure. She 

occupied the extreme right position of the third line of ships. The intent was for the large Battleships to pound 

the Turkish Forts and gun positions into submission and so allow the Minesweepers to clear the mine fields.  

HM Ships Queen Elizabeth, Inflexible, Lord Nelson, and Agamemnon - opened the attack at long range on the 

forts at Chanak and Kilid Bahr, while HM Ships Triumph and Prince George bombarded Fort Dardanus on the 

Asiatic coast, and Fort Soghandere, opposite to it upon the Peninsula. 

At about 12.30 the second squadron, consisting of the four French ships, came up into action, advancing beyond 

the former line in the direction of Kephez Point.   



Finally, the third squadron, consisting of six British ships (HM Ships Irresistible, Vengeance, Ocean, Swiftsure, 

Majestic, and Albion), were brought up, with the intent of advancing first through the Narrows, so as to insure a 

clear passage for the bigger ships, which had made the first attack. 

The French battleship Bouvet was hit by a vast explosion and sank. Then at 4 o'clock HMS Irresistible drew 

away with a heavy list.  Apparently, she also had been struck by a mine. However,  she remained afloat for 

nearly two hours; and nearly all her crew were saved by destroyers. In similar fashion HMS Ocean was sunk. 

Two other ships were badly damaged; HMS Inflexible, which managed to limp to Tenedos and ultimate repairs 

in Malta and the French Gaulois, which was beached at Rabbit Island. 

 At sunset the fleet was withdrawn, the Mission having failed.   

GALLIPOLI 

In the very early morning of April 25th, the sea borne invasion of Gallipoli began. HMS Swiftsure was one of 

some 200 vessels involved in the landings of the Anzacs at ANZAC Cove and the British on 5 beaches at Cape 

Helles.  HMS Swiftsure was providing artillery support to the troops ashore. The campaign began to drift 

towards stalemate and a month later it was realised that the battleships had become very vulnerable to attack by 

a German U-boat, which had entered the Mediterranean.  On the night of the 12th/13th May, the old battleship 

HMS Goliath, whilst at anchor off Cape Helles was sunk by a Turkish torpedo boat   with the loss of over 500 

seamen. On the 25th May the German  U-21 torpedoed the British pre-dreadnought HMS Triumph,  while she 

was firing her guns in support off Gabe Tepe, midway between Suvla Bay and Cape Helles. She capsized in a 

short time with the loss of some 70 men. 

 

HMS Majestic in her death throes 

Two days later, on the 27th May U-21 torpedoed John's first ship, HMS Majestic.. She turned over and sank 

within seven minutes, but casualties were not heavy. The remaining battleships were withdrawn, including John 

in HMS Swiftsure, to the safety of the Greek islands and the soldiers were left without the artillery support of 

the battleships.   

 

1914-1915  Star; 1914-1920 War Medal ;1914-1919 Victory Medal 



Casualty Type: Commonwealth War 

Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: 

Prot. 266. Cemetery: MALTA 

(CAPUCCINI) NAVAL 

CEMETERY 

From the spring of 1915, the 

hospitals and convalescent depots 

established on the islands of Malta 

and Gozo dealt with over 135,000 

sick and wounded, chiefly from the 

campaigns in Gallipoli and 

Salonika, although increased 

submarine activity in the 

Mediterranean meant that fewer 

hospital ships were sent to the island 

from May 1917. During the Second 

World War, Malta's position in the 

Mediterranean was of enormous 

Allied strategic importance. Heavily 

fortified, the island was never invaded, but was subjected to continual bombardment and blockade between 

Italy's entry into the war in June 1940 and the Axis defeat at El Alamein in November 1942. At the height of 

Axis attempts to break Malta's resistance in April 1942, the island and her people were awarded the George 

Cross by King George VI. Malta's defence relied upon a combined operation in which the contributions made by 

the three branches of the armed forces and Merchant Navy were equally crucial. Although heavily pressed in 

defence, offensive raids launched from the island by air and sea had a crippling effect on the Axis lines of 

communication with North Africa, and played a vital part in the eventual Allied success there. Malta 

(Capuccini) Naval Cemetery, which once belonged to the Admiralty, is divided into two sections, Protestant and 

Roman Catholic. Most of the 351 Commonwealth burials of the First World War form a triangular plot in the 

Protestant section, the rest are scattered elsewhere. Among those buried in the cemetery are 44 men from HMS 

"Egmont", the Depot ship at Malta, and 22 who died when HMS "Russell" was sunk by a mine off Malta in 

April 1916. Most of the 694 Commonwealth burials of the Second World War are also in the Protestant section 

in a plot near the entrance, but there is another group in the Roman Catholic section. The rest are scattered. The 

Commission also cares for 1,445 non-war burials in the cemetery, and 137 war graves of other nationalities. No. 

of Identified Casualties: 2624 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury 
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Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

 


